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Contact: Smoke and Thelma Elser, Wilderness Outfitters Consulting Group, (406) 549-2820. 
OLD WEST LORE: COURSE TEACHES PACKING OF HORSES, MULES 
MISSOULA —
Equine lovers listen up: A spring-semester University of Montana class will teach how 
to equip horses and mules for backcountry adventures.
The eight-week “Outfitting and Packing” course kicks off Sunday, Jan. 25, at 3800 
Rattlesnake Dr. It will be offered in five sections: 2-5 p.m. Sundays and 7 to 10 p.m. Sundays, 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Taught by Smoke and Thelma Elser of Wilderness Outfitters Consulting Group, the 
course will offer 24 hours of hands-on instruction. No prior horse experience is necessary, and 
UM course credits are available. The class costs $135 for the general public and $100 for 
students.
“Outfitting and Packing” will cover light-on-the-land travel and camping techniques, 
backcountry horse care, hands-on instruction with horses and mules, riding saddles and 
equipment, packing saddle and cargo equipment, and much more.
Class size will be limited to about 12 students per session.
For more information or to register, call (406) 549-2820 or write Wilderness Outfitters 
Consulting Group, 3800 Rattlesnake Dr., Missoula, MT 59802.
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